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Brazil: Congress Approves 80% Wage Hike For Military
Personnel &amp; Federal Civilian Employees
by Barbara Khol
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Published: Thursday, April 30, 1992
April 20: President Fernando Collor de Mello submitted a bill to the Congress requesting an
80% salary increase for military personnel and federal civil servants. (See Chronicle 04/23/92 for
previous coverage of salary issue.) The daily newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo reported that senior
military officers described the increase as inadequate. The armed forces joint chiefs had requested
a minimum 100% hike. April 22: The Chamber of Deputies approved the 80% salary increase. April
23: The Senate approved the bill. April 24: Vice Adm. Sergio Vasques de Aquino said military
personnel continued unsatisifed, and he warned of "discipline problems." Vasques represents the
armed forces on a government commission charged with analyzing mechanisms to reduce salary
disparities among the judiciary, legislative and excutive branches of government. The 80% salary
hike did not reduce such disparities. In June, the monthly salary of a member of congress will be
22 million cruzeiros (US$9,628 at current exchange rate), compared to 6 million (US$2,625) earned
by a military general, and President Fernando Collor de Mello's salary of 10.8 million (US$4,764).
April 29: Local media sources reported that armed forces ministers, retired generals, and senior
officers are "sympathetic" to plans by family members of military personnel to continue street
demonstrations and other forms of protest against low salaries. In statements to reporters, retired
officers and other military spokepersons said there are no plans whatsoever to foment rebellion and
coups. They added that their main objective is pay equity among the three branches of government
as specified in the constitution. [Basic data from Folha de Sao Paulo, 04/20/92; Agence France-Presse,
04/23/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, Spanish news service EFE, 04/24/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba),
04/20/92, 04/29/92]
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